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SUMMARY
1. Title

A Study on the Dissemination of Al Ethics Implementation Tools - Building a
Framework for Ethical Al in Practice

2. Objective and Importance of Research

The enactment and forthcoming implementation of the Framework Act on the
Advancement of Artificial Intelligence and the Establishment of a Trust-Based
Foundation (hereinafter, the “Al Framework Act”) mark a significant turning point in
Korea’s Al governance landscape. Beyond a regulatory approach centered solely on
laws and institutions, there is a growing need to expand practical instruments for Al
ethics through the development of voluntary ethical governance in the private sector
and strengthened cooperation among the public sector, industry, and academia. In
particular, the Al Framework Act includes provisions on the development and
dissemination of standard guidelines for the establishment and operation of
private-sector autonomous Al ethics committees (Article 28), as well as the creation of
a safe and trustworthy Al usage environment. Accordingly, it has become urgent to
identify and expand concrete mechanisms that support voluntary ethical practices by
private actors. This is essential not only to respond to global expectations regarding
the implementation of Al ethics, but also to enable domestic organizations to align with
international standards for responsible Al use.

As Al technologies increasingly permeate society, the need for transparent and fair
responses to their potential risks has also intensified. To this end, it is necessary to

establish public forums and governance structures in which academia, industry, and

- XV —



civil society can jointly participate, deliberate on Al ethics issues, and reflect diverse
stakeholder perspectives in policy development. The Al Ethics Policy Cooperation
Network, formed by the Korea Information Society Development Institute (KISDD in
2022, provides an important foundation for such collaborative discussions. Building upon
this network, the continued operation of a dedicated forum is required. In particular,
the Al Ethics Policy Forum can function as a core platform by providing policy advice,
leading public discourse on key Al ethics issues, and coordinating differing stakeholder
Opinions.

Furthermore, rapid socio-economic and technological changes continue to generate
new ethical challenges across various sectors and application domains. Addressing these
challenges effectively requires moving beyond government-led norm-setting toward
strengthening the capacity of private organizations to autonomously identify, deliberate,
and operationalize ethical considerations in their Al use. The establishment and
practical operation of voluntary ethical governance within private entities has thus
emerged as a critical component of responsible Al utilization.

Against this backdrop, establishing an Al ethics implementation framework that links
private-sector autonomy with government policy objectives has become a key policy
task. It is increasingly important to support private actors in taking the lead in ethical
responsibility while ensuring coherence with national policy goals. The enactment and
enforcement of the Al Framework Act provide an institutional basis for embedding Al
ethics governance in Korea, emphasizing the expansion of private-led voluntary ethical
practices and the construction of cooperative networks among government, industry,

and academia.

3. Contents and Scope of the Research

In this context, this study conducts an in-depth analysis of measures to support

corporate compliance with voluntary Al ethics principles. It reviews cases of private-
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sector self-governance not only in the Al domain but also in related technological
fields, examining their operational structures, achievements, and limitations. Based on
this comparative analysis, the study derives actionable implications and proposes
support measures tailored to the domestic context.

In parallel, expert surveys and research group activities are undertaken to develop
standard guidelines for the establishment and operation of private autonomous Al
ethics committees. By incorporating perspectives from academia, industry, and research
institutions, the guidelines are designed to enhance practical applicability and
effectiveness. The finalized standard guidelines, together with identified best practices,
are systematically compiled and disseminated to relevant organizations, thereby
supporting the broader diffusion of voluntary ethical governance in the private sector.

To further stimulate societal dialogue on Al ethics and trustworthiness, this initiative
establishes a public deliberation platform involving industry, academia, and research
institutions. Through the operation of the Al Ethics and Trustworthiness Forum, major
domestic and international trends in Al ethics are discussed, and cross-ministerial policy
agendas are identified. The forum is structured to ensure that diverse stakeholder
perspectives are meaningfully reflected, thereby strengthening the representativeness
and legitimacy of policy discussions. In addition, an industry-academia-research network
is organized and operated to support the concretization and implementation of policy
agendas, functioning as a collaborative platform that links research findings with

field-level experience.

4. Research Results

This study was conducted with the objective of strengthening the policy discussion
framework for ethical issues arising from the implementation of the Al Basic Act and
the rapid diffusion of Al technologies, while also developing practical mechanisms that

enable the private sector to autonomously assess and operationalize Al ethics. As the
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societal impact of Al continues to expand, the study recognizes that effective Al ethics
governance increasingly depends not on unilateral, government-led regulation, but on
voluntary responsibility within the private sector and collaboration among multiple
stakeholders. Accordingly, the research explored multidimensional approaches to building
an effective and practicable Al ethics governance framework. To this end, a draft set
of Standard Guidelines for Voluntary Al Ethics Committees was developed, and an Al
Ethics Policy Forum was organized to deliberate on key ethical issues.

As a core component of the research, trends in domestic and international Al ethics
governance were first analyzed. The study examined policy approaches in major
jurisdictions such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and the European Union,
alongside the operational practices of voluntary governance mechanisms among leading
domestic technology companies. These cases were categorized into four types-strategic
execution-oriented,  technology-policy — integrated, ethics advisory-oriented, and
declarative principle-oriented-and the operational dynamics of each type were assessed.
Through this analysis, the research identified the critical importance of institutionalized
execution processes for systematically embedding Al ethics within private organizations.

The draft Standard Guidelines for Voluntary Al Ethics Committees were developed to
provide practical support for the implementation of Article 28 of the Al Basic Act.
Drawing on case studies of Al ethics committees operated by domestic and international
companies and institutions, as well as analyses of analogous bodies such as Institutional
Review Boards and Animal Experiment Ethics Committees, the guidelines were formulated
through sustained deliberation by a research group composed of legal, technical, and
ethics experts. The resulting framework consists of 13 guideline provisions covering the
establishment, composition, and operation of voluntary Al ethics committees, offering
practical standards that enable private organizations to independently design and
operate ethical governance structures. In particular, the guidelines specify minimum
requirements-such as gender diversity, participation of external experts, and

professional expertise in committee composition-thereby establishing an institutional
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balance that respects organizational autonomy while ensuring fairness and neutrality.

In addition, the Fourth Al Ethics Policy Forum was convened and operated as a
central deliberative platform for public-private-academic collaboration. The forum
brought together experts from academia, industry, the legal community, civil society,
international organizations, and the public sector to engage in multidimensional
discussions on pressing issues in a rapidly evolving environment, including agenda shifts
in the era of the Al Basic Act, strengthening Al literacy for marginalized groups, and
challenges related to data governance and copyright. Through these discussions, the
forum identified key ethical issues and policy implications, accumulated deliberative
outcomes that can inform future policy research, and fulfilled an advisory role in
support of trust-building in Al governance.

Overall, this study advanced practical means through which Al ethics can function as
an operative normative framework rather than remaining at the level of declarative
principles, and identified pathways for their broader dissemination. By providing
operational standards through the draft Standard Guidelines for Voluntary Al Ethics
Committees, the research enabled private organizations to autonomously establish and
manage ethical decision-making structures. Furthermore, through the Al Ethics Policy
Forum, it enhanced the acceptability and inclusiveness of Al governance by serving as
a communication channel that connects diverse stakeholder perspectives to policy

deliberation.

5. Policy Suggestions for Practical Use

This research was conducted with the objective of establishing a practically operable
Al ethics governance framework that goes beyond declarative principles and responds
to the ethical risks and trust challenges emerging from the widespread deployment of
artificial intelligence. The direction and outcomes of this research were substantively

reflected in Task 82, “Advancing and Disseminating Al Ethics for Al for All,” of the
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Republic of Korea Al Action Plan announced in December 2024, resulting in tangible
policy uptake.

The background section of Task 82 explicitly recognizes that, with the rapid
advancement and diffusion of generative Al, the 2020 Al Ethics Guidelines alone are
no longer sufficient to address newly emerging risks and evolving technological
environments. This assessment closely aligns with the core problem awareness that has
underpinned this research. From the outset, the study emphasized the limitations of
the existing ethics framework and highlighted the need to both reassess international
alignment and develop actionable ethical mechanisms that can be practically applied by
developers and deployers throughout the Al lifecycle. These concerns were translated
into concrete policy recommendations in the Action Plan, namely the upgrading of Al
ethics guidelines and the establishment of self-assessment mechanisms.

Moreover, the Action Plan’s proposal to institutionalize an Al Ethics Forum for broad
stakeholder engagement builds directly upon the accumulated experience and outcomes
of the Al Ethics Policy Forum developed through this research. Over multiple iterations,
the forum served as a deliberative platform bringing together academia, industry, the
legal community, civil society, and public institutions to surface ethical issues, mediate
perspectives, and inform policy design through social dialogue. The Action Plan’'s
commitment to operating such a forum from the first quarter of 2027 onward-and to
feeding its outcomes into subsequent national Al policies-represents a transition from
experimental consultation to institutionalized policy feedback.

This development signifies official recognition of the Al Ethics Policy Forum not
merely as an advisory or ad hoc discussion body, but as a sustained policy platform
embedded within the national Al governance framework, capable of generating
structured policy input. In this sense, the research contributed to reframing Al ethics
policymaking from a top-down, government-centric exercise into a process of social
co-design grounded in deliberation and consensus-building, an approach that is now

explicitly reflected in the national Action Plan.
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6. Expectations

The dissemination and expansion of standard guidelines for private autonomous Al
ethics committees are expected to play a central role in securing Al safety and
trustworthiness through self-regulation. These guidelines can serve as practical manuals
for small and medium-sized enterprises, as well as educational and research
institutions, when establishing and operating Al ethics committees, thereby reducing
disparities in organizational capacity. Moreover, the diffusion of such standards can lay
the groundwork for the expansion of ethical governance frameworks beyond the Al
domain into other technological and policy areas.

Through the formation of expert networks and the continuous operation of forums,
the initiative facilitates engagement with the latest global discussions on Al ethics and
trustworthiness and systematically gathers opinions on emerging ethical issues. The
outcomes of these forum discussions can be provided as advisory and reference
materials for policy formulation, enhancing the expertise and contextual relevance of
policy design.

Ultimately, these efforts aim to institutionalize a private-sector-centered ethical
practice framework and promote the safe and responsible use of Al By establishing
effective implementation mechanisms grounded in legal authority, voluntary ethical
practices are encouraged to move beyond declaratory commitments and become
embedded in actual organizational operations and decision-making processes. At the
same time, stakeholder participation and open deliberation contribute to ensuring
transparency and legitimacy in policy implementation, thereby strengthening societal

trust in Al governance and enabling sustainable policy execution.
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