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According to an analysis of the media diary data from the
Korean Media Panel Survey, there was a difference in the daily
usage time of the major media (TV watching, newspaper
article reading, and SNS usage) before and after the COVID-19
outbreak. All major media outlets showed an increase in usage
time immediately following the COVID-19 epidemic. After
experiencing a decline in 2021 due to media fatigue, the time
spent reading newspaper articles rebounded in 2022 despite
a continuous decline in TV and SNS usage. According to the
fixed-effects panel model estimation, the time spent watching
TV increased by 73 minutes, reading newspapers by 7 minutes,
and using SNS by 19 minutes compared to before and after
the COVID-19 outbreak. Additional estimation of the fixed-
effects panel model revealed a statistically significant association
between the respondents emotional state and media usage
time, however the magnitude was modest and the correlation
varied after COVID-19.
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